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Mr. President of the Human Rights Council, 

Excellencies, 

Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 

Representatives of indigenous peoples, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 It is my pleasure to present to you the work of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples over the last year. I would like to welcome the contribution of my fellow 

experts, Mr. Albert Barume, Mr. Albert Deterville, International Chief Wilton Littlechild, and 

Mr. Edtami Mansayagan. I would also like to thank my colleagues for the trust they have 

placed in me to serve as Chair-Rapporteur or the Expert Mechanism this year. 

 Pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 27/13, the Expert Mechanism on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples has undertaken: 

      A study on the promotion and protection of the rights of indigenous peoples with 

respect to their cultural heritage; and  

     An updated version of its report on responses received to a questionnaire for States 

and indigenous peoples on best practices regarding possible appropriate measures 

and implementation strategies to attain the goals of the United Nations Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

 We appreciate the confidence you have placed in the Expert Mechanism by directing it 

to undertake such important work, which we hope will contribute to greater promotion and 

protection of the rights of indigenous peoples.   

 These documents were finalized during our eighth session, held in Geneva from 20 to 

24 July, and are now presented to the Council in their final version. I would like to thank all 

those States, indigenous peoples’ organizations, NGOs and national human rights 

institutions that contributed to our studies or responded to the questionnaire. These 

contributions are essential to ensure that our products reflect the real challenges and 
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obstacles that indigenous peoples face in making their rights a reality, as well as emerging 

good practices to address these challenges. 

Let me begin by introducing the study on the promotion and protection of the rights 

of indigenous peoples with respect to their cultural heritage. The study focuses on certain 

aspects of cultural heritage that are particularly important to indigenous peoples. It begins 

by examining the concept of cultural heritage, and what this means from an indigenous 

perspective. This is followed by a review of the international legal framework, including 

human rights instruments but also instruments from the UNESCO, WIPO and Biological 

Diversity frameworks. The study then analyses the participation of indigenous peoples in 

cultural heritage policies before addressing the links between cultural heritage and lands, 

traditional knowledge and tourism. Finally, the study looks into issues of cultural 

appropriation, restitution and repatriation. 

The study concludes with the Expert Mechanism’s Advice No. 8, which distils the 

findings and conclusions of our study into practical measures that States, indigenous 

peoples, international organizations and other stakeholdes can take in furthering indigenous 

peoples’ rights with respect to their cultural heritage. We begin by proposing some general 

principles in this regard, including the recognition of indigenous peoples’ cultural heritage as 

a holistic and inter-generational concept based on common material and spiritual values; 

the fact that the safeguard and development of the cultures of indigenous peoples require 

the protection of their lands, territories and resources; the links between cultural rights and 

rights to lands, territories and resources; and the recognition that indigenous peoples have 

the right to redress when their cultural heritage is wrongly misappropriated without their 

free, prior and informed consent. 

Drawing from these principles, we recommend that States should recognize the 

value and livelihood aspects of the cultural heritage of indigenous peoples. We advise States 

to consult indigenous peoples and enable the active participation in the identification and 

safeguarding of their cultural and natural heritage, and remind States of the obligation to 

seek the free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples before adopting measures 

affecting their cultural or natural heritage. We also suggest that States ensure  that the 
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benefits arising from the use of the lands, territories and resources of indigenous peoples’ 

as World Heritage sites are defined by and genuinely accrue to the indigenous peoples 

concerned, in a fair and equitable manner. 

Our study also presents advice for international organizations, calling for better 

coordination within the United Nations system on matters relating to cultural heritage and 

its human rights dimensions. We offer a series of recommendations to the World Heritage 

Committee and UNESCO, so as to ensure that the implementation of the World Heritage 

Convention is consistent with the Declaration. This includes ensuring that the protection of 

World Heritage sites does not undermine indigenous peoples’ relationship with their 

traditional lands and territories or their livelihoods. 

In our advice to indigenous peoples, we first and foremost recognize that they are 

the primary keepers of their cultural heritage. As such they have an active role to play in its 

preservation, transmission and revitalization, including through inter-generational 

transmission of their cultural heritage and by educating the non-indigenous population 

about the importance of the collective protection of indigenous peoples’ cultural heritage. 

We also call on indigenous peoples to ensure the equal participation of women in 

discussions and decisions on cultural heritage at the level of the community 

In resolution 27/13 the Human Rights Council also asked the Expert Mechanism to 

continue to undertake a questionnaire survey to seek the views of States and of indigenous 

peoples on best practices regarding possible appropriate measures and implementation 

strategies to attain the goals of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples. 

The questionnaire sought responses from States and indigenous peoples on the 

following issues relating to indigenous peoples: national implementation strategies for the 

Declaration; self-determination and autonomy; participation in decision-making; culture and 

languages; non-discrimination and equality; lands, territories and resources; and treaties, 

agreements and other constructive arrangements with States. The questionnaire also asked 

respondents to identify promising practices and challenges encountered in adopting 
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measures and implementing strategies to achieve the ends of the Declaration. The results 

continue to show that, even though the standards of the Declaration are often overlooked 

and targeted strategies for their implementation remain too rare, there are also many 

positive practices at the national level that must be supported and replicated. It is our hope 

that the renewed commitment of States to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples, embodied in the outcome document of the World Conference on 

Indigenous Peoples, will contribute to States taking active measures in this regard, with the 

full and effective participation of indigenous peoples. 

I am pleased to inform you that 52 Member States and approximately 130 

indigenous peoples’ organizations and civil society organizations participated in the 8th 

session of the Expert Mechanism, held in July of this year. In addition to discussing our study 

on the rights of indigenous peoples with respect to their cultural heritage and the UN 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, we conducted a panel discussion on 

indigenous peoples’ human rights in relation to business enterprises. Our 8th session was 

also an opportunity to discuss follow-up to the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. 

Mr. President,  

Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

During the year, the Expert Mechanism has undertaken a number of activities to 

further its work.  Our inter-sessional activities have also been directed at enhancing 

cooperation with the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the 

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, especially in the follow-up to the High Level Plenary 

Meeting of the General Assembly known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples.  

 Shortly after our last interactive dialogue in September 2014, the Expert Mechanism 

participated at the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly known as the World 

Conference on Indigenous Peoples. In the lead-up to the World Conference, we advocated 

for the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples in the entire process, including 

the drafting of the outcome document. During the World Conference, the Expert 
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Mechanism participated in the Panel Discussion for the Post-2015 Sustainable Development 

Agenda, emphasizing that indigenous peoples’ participation in the post-2015 development 

process must be firmly rooted in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples. 

In February of this year the University of Lapland and OHCHR co-organized an expert 

seminar on the promotion and protection of the rights of indigenous peoples with respect 

to their cultural heritage. The Seminar brought together approximately 40 participants, 

including members of the Expert Mechanism, the Special Rapporteur on the rights of 

indigenous peoples, Sámi experts on cultural heritage and human rights, and academics and 

practitioners working on cultural heritage issues throughout the world. I would like to thank 

the University of Lapland for its invaluable support to the Expert Mechanism’s work. 

 In March 2015, the Expert Mechanism held its first inter-sessional meeting, which took 

place at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights in Winnipeg on 9 and 10 March. The 

meeting provided us with an opportunity to prepare for our 8th session, and to carry out an 

in-depth discussion of the review of our mandate, as requested of the Human Rights Council 

in the outcome document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. I would like to 

express our gratitude to the Government of Canada for its kind support in making this 

meeting possible.  

Members of the Expert Mechanism have also participated in other meetings in 

different regions on topics of importance to advance the human rights of indigenous 

peoples, including the 14th session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. These 

activities strengthen the Expert Mechanism by improving its visibility, as well as the reach of 

its studies, and by supporting coordination on indigenous peoples’ rights and issues within 

the international system as a whole.  

I have been following closely the on-going negotiations on the Council’s annual 

resolution on human rights and indigenous peoples. I am heartened that the current draft 

under discussion draws on a number of the proposals of the Expert Mechanism to the 

Council.  In particular, I am pleased that the Council supports the Expert Mechanism’s 
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proposal to carry out a study on indigenous peoples’ right to health, focusing on children 

and youth. We also welcome the draft resolution on the review of the mandate of the 

Expert Mechanism. We are pleased to see that the Council is formally initiating this process, 

as requested by the General Assembly in paragraph 28 of the outcome document of the 

World Conference on Indigenous Peoples.  

As you can see, the work of the Expert Mechanism goes well beyond its annual 

session and its studies. I would like to take this opportunity to urge you to provide the 

financial resources necessary to facilitate our inter-sessional activities, including the expert 

seminar that we hold each year on the theme of our study. 

To conclude, I would like to thank the Human Rights Council for its work to advance 

the rights of indigenous peoples.  I reserve special thanks to the delegations of Guatemala 

and Mexico for their continuing leadership in the development of the resolution on human 

rights and indigenous peoples.  

I thank you and look forward to working with you in order to reach our collective 

goal of full respect for, and recognition of, the rights of indigenous peoples. 


